
Red Bank Invites Public to Arbor Day Ceremony Honoring State Champion Award Winning Tree


RED BANK, TN (April 21, 2023) – In celebration of Arbor Day, the City of Red Bank will host a ceremony on Friday, April 28th to honor the city’s State Champion Award Winning Tree. The tree, a 94-foot-tall Virginia Pine located in the heart of Red Bank, received the Champion Tree Award at the Tennessee Urban Forestry Conference in 2022.  
The public is invited to join the ceremony located at 3715 Dayton Boulevard beginning at 12:30pm.  Guest speakers include Red Bank Mayor Hollie Berry, Red Bank Public Works Director Greg Tate, and professional wildlife conservationist Don McKenzie.  Dykes & Son Nursery graciously donated Virginia Pine Seedlings and after the ceremony, will be handing them out to anyone attending the event.  
“We encourage everyone to come out and enjoy this spectacular State Champion Award Winning Tree right here in the heart of Red Bank,” said Kate Hackney with Red Bank Public Works Department.
For more information about this event, call Red Bank City Hall at (423) 877-1103 or go to Red Bank’s Facebook page @City of Red Bank.
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In September, McKenzie received the news that the Virginia Pine on the former Red Bank Middle School site is indeed the official State Champion Virginia Pine.  The tree will remain as the reigning champion until another tree is found with a higher point value or until the tree is no longer standing.  On Wednesday, November 9th, McKenzie accompanied Red Bank Mayor Hollie Berry as she accepted the State Champion Tree Award at the Awards of Excellence Ceremony at the Tennessee Urban Forestry Conference.  
 
“Finding such an impressive champion tree anywhere, anytime is rare and exciting,” said McKenzie, “but finding it on an historic public property that is such a legacy for thousands of Red Bank citizens is priceless!"
 
The Tennessee Champion Award winning Virginia Pine’s data has been submitted to American Forests, and by the summer of 2023, could possibly be crowned as the National Champion Award winner. 
 
"Red Bank is a city full of natural beauty and we are especially honored to have this publicly owned champion Virginia pine recognized by the state,” said Mayor Berry. “We look forward to preserving this treasure for our community to enjoy."
 
The tree is located in a forested stand near the Southwest corner of the property, just off of Oakland Terrace.  McKenzie and friends cleared a trail on the property leading to the tree for anyone wanting to see this truly exceptional award-winning Virginia Pine.  City Manager Martin Granum assures there are no plans to disturb that stand of trees and city staff will continue to be good stewards of Red Bank’s Tennessee State Champion Virginia Pine.
 
April 28th on Arbor Day, City of Red Bank will be having a ceremony to honor this Champion winning tree. The ceremony will be held at 3715 Dayton Blvd at 12:30pm. Spectators are welcome and encouraged to join the city. Speakers will be Greg Tate, Mayor Hollie Berry, and Don McKenzie. After the ceremony has concluded Dykes & Son Nursery has graciously donated Virginia Pine Seedlings for this event, these will be handed out to anyone who joins this event. We encourage everyone to come out and enjoy this spectacular Champion winning tree right here in the heart of Red Bank, TN. 
